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soldiers, encamped not far off, thinking that the French army
had crossed the Cavado, fled likewise.    The bridge was at
once repaired, and the army saved.    The brave Dulong was
severely wounded the next day in an attack on an entrench-
ment thrown up by the Portuguese in a difficult defile.    This
was the last bit of fighting which the French had in their
painful  retreat.     On  the   17th they reached Montalegre,
where they crossed the frontier into Spain, and concentrated
at Orense, being again in communication with Ney's troops.
Dulong was promoted to  colonel.    He died  a  lieutenant-
general in 1828.

Thus ended the second invasion of Portugal.    Marshal
Soult had lost from all causes 6,000 men; and of the fifty-
eight guns with which he started he brought back one only.
Yet his reputation as a valiant soldier and capable general
was unshaken, for people took into consideration both the
steadiness which he had displayed and the great difficulties
which  he  had  to  sustain, 110 less  from the  intrigues  of
conspirators than from the Emperor's omission to have him
properly  supported by Marshal Yictor.    Napoleon, having
been used to receive punctual obedience from his lieuten-
ants in former campaigns, expected to find the same in the
Peninsula; but distance and the title of marshal rendered
them  more independent.    Thus Victor, who  should have
marched on Lisbon by the Tagus valley, waited so long at
Talavera, that the Spanish general Cuesta had time to collect
a large army in the mountains of Guadalupe.    Then Victor,
rousing himself from his apathy, beat him in several battles,
notably at Medellin on the Ghiadiana, and reached Merida on
March 193 a month after the date fixed by the Emperor.
But when reminded by King Joseph of Napoleon's order to
enter Portugal and join Soult, Victor, being the junior, and
not wishing to take a subordinate position, not only refused,
but stayed the  advance  of Lapisse's  division, which was
already in possession of the bridge of Alcantara over the
Tagus, and might have caused a diversion in favour of Soult
before the  English  could reach Oporto.    Finally, after  a
month's delay, learning that Soult had left Portugal, Victor

emed the most likely alternatives. Accordingly they pre-
